
About Our Presenters 

Al Ba tt is a storyteller. He writes for newspapers, magazines and cartoon strips; does radio shows; 
and is the author of the book, “A Life Gone to the Birds.” His mother thinks he’s a big deal. 

Krista Betcher is an award-winning author and teacher. 

Aimée Bissonette is the author of “Don't Rake Your Garden in a Party Dress,” “North Woods Girl,” 
“Aim for the Skies” and “Miss Colfax's Light.” She is an educator and attorney who enjoys working 
with students in schools across America. 

Mary Bleckwehl always has a story dancing around in her brain. Sometimes it gets written down 
and, if the stars align, it gets turned into a book for kids! She is the author of three award-winning 
books and has three more on the way. Beyond that Mary spends time walking her ginormous dog, 
playing with family and teaching. 

J. Michael Blumer is the author of the young adult fantasy series, “The Secret Books of Gabendoor.” 
He is a longtime storyteller who found time to be a writer after encouragement from his children 
who dubbed him an “alternative life form” for his creative parenting techniques.

Rachel Britz is an author and speaker. 

Lisa Bullard is the author of more than 100 books for children and teens. She has been teaching 
writing to adults and children at The Loft Writing Center in Minneapolis and in schools throughout 
the country for more than 20 years. 

Lynn Callahan is a local educator and artist. 

Susan Chambers is a poet who has presented in schools nationwide. She won the National 
Federation of State Poetry Societies Grand Prize twice and is published in many anthologies and 
magazines. Her book "Good Thunder, Blue Earth” was published by River Place Press in 2016. 
Susan is a member of the Southern Minnesota Poets Society, the League of Minnesota Poets and 
the National Federation of State Poetry Societies. 

Jennifer L. Davidson has written three books in the Kody Burkoff Mystery Series and is hard at 
work on her fourth stand-alone novel. She enjoys writing, reading and sharing with others all that 
she’s learned while climbing, crawling and skipping along the winding, and sometimes treacherous 
path to becoming an author. Jennifer is also the creator of Rochester Writing Lab, an organization 
dedicated to providing more writing opportunities to students of all ages. 

Marcella Eilders is a local long-time crafter, card maker and hobbiest. 

Melanie Heuiser Hill is the author of “Giant Pumpkin Suite” and “Around the Table That Grandad 
Built.” She also writes the Red Reading Boots column for Bookology magazine. Melanie has an MFA 
in writing and works with children in writing groups, churches, and schools, as well as at storytimes.  

El Holly writes YA fantasy and adventure novels, most notably the Phantasmic Wars series. When 
not writing, she teaches high school English/Language Arts and creative writing. 



 

Wing Huie has given more than 1,000 presentations to audiences of all kinds including K–12 
classrooms, colleges, museums, non-profits, corporations and places of worship—showing the 
various ways he’s photographically engaged thousands of strangers. It is in classrooms and non-arts 
venues where Wing's work has been most impactful. 
 
Ryan Jacobson is the author of more than 50 titles—including everything from comic books and 
ghost stories to “choose your path” adventures and football biographies. He also has nearly 15 
years of experience working at a book publishing company and is the co-owner of a publishing 
company. The award-winning author greatly enjoys sharing his knowledge of writing and book 
publishing at schools and special events. When Ryan isn’t working on books, he likes to build LEGO 
sets, play board games and try new restaurants. He lives in east central Minnesota with his wife and 
two sons. 
 
Jackie S. Jenson is a children’s book author and freelance writer. 
 
Terri Karsten taught middle school and high school English for 21 years before recently retiring. 
She is National Board Certified in ELA and YA and has been writing for more than 30 years with 
publications in Highlights for Children, Cobblestone, and Wee Wisdom, as well as a middle grade 
historical fiction novel, “When Luck Runs Out.” 
 
Lee Ann Landstrom is the retired director of Eastman Nature Center, Three Rivers Park District. She 
is the co-author of the “Nature’s Yucky” award-winning nonfiction children’s book series. She has 
traveled the globe and particularly loves tropical rainforests for their biodiversity. 
 
Jennifer Lawver is an art instructor for community education in Lake Crystal. She has degrees in 
both art and elementary education. She and her family lived in China for 12 years before moving 
back to the farm she grew up on. Enjoying nature, drawing, painting and writing stories are 
Jennifer’s favorite things to do. 
 
Nancy Loewen grew up on a farm north of Mountain Lake, Minnesota surrounded by library books 
and cats. She has published more than 140 books for children and young adults. “The LAST Day of 
Kindergarten” and “Four to the Pole” (co-authored with polar explorer Ann Bancroft) were 
Minnesota Book Award finalists. Nancy lives in St. Paul and holds an MFA from Hamline University. 
In addition to writing for children, she teaches creative writing at Hennepin Technical College and 
tutors students taking the ACT. Find her on Facebook, or visit her website at 
www.nancyloewen.net.  
 
Ken Lonnquist is an award-winning composer, songwriter, performer, musical theater composer 
and recording artist. 
 
Nick “Oz” Ozment is a widely published author and leading Minnesota tour guide. He has a MA in 
English. 
 
Colleen Patterson is a local educator and artist. 
 
Scott Rolfs received his BFA in illustration from the School of Associate Arts. He has worked for 
design studios creating kid friendly character art for package designs, graphic novels and children 
publications and freelance clients. Scott especially enjoys working on his own graphic novel and 
coloring books. He also presents drawing classes for young aspiring artists on character creation. 
 
 



 

Ozgar K. Sahin is an award-winning historical novelist. 
 
Melanie Schmidt is the youth development program coordinator for Mankato Community 
Education/Recreation, a speech coach and presenter at Young Writers and Artists Conferences 
around the state. 
 
Kathleen Sheridan started folding origami in fourth grade. To Kathleen, origami is the perfect art. It 
is inexpensive, portable, shareable, active, colorful, joyful and unforgettable! The end results are 
always beautiful and it's amazing to think they began as one sheet of paper. Kathleen teaches 
children and adults in libraries, art stores, school programs, summer schools, workshops and 
privately. She regularly attends and shares origami at national and international conventions. 
Contact her at origamiandyou.com. 
 
Lisa M. Bolt Simons is a writer and educator. 
 
Ray Smart is the director of Drama Kids Mankato-St. Peter-New Ulm. He has a master’s of 
education degree from the University of South Dakota. 
 
Sarah Stengle has an MFA and is a book artist represented by Central Booking Art in Brooklyn, New 
York. 
 
Bryce O. Stenzel is an educator, author and costumed historical interpreter. 2020 marks his 30th  
year portraying America's 16th president to audiences of all ages. 
 
Art and Barb Straub are longtime elementary teachers with strong environmental education 
backgrounds. They currently are curators of the nature area in the Joseph R. Brown River Center in 
Henderson. The Straubs take nature programs to all parts of south central Minnesota. In addition, 
they make monthly presentations to nursing homes and civic groups in the LeSueur and Henderson 
vicinity. Barb and Art also write a weekly nature column for the Henderson Independent 
newspaper. 
 
Kate Stuart is a certified dance instructor who teaches at the Northfield Senior Center and the 
Northfield Arts Guild. 
 
Stepheney Studer is a naturalist with the Prairie Ecology Bus Center. 
 
Kathryn Sullivan writes young adult fantasy and science fiction. She lives in Winona and is owned 
by a cockatoo who graciously allows her to write about other animals, as well as birdlike aliens. 
 
Tricia Swinyer is a naturalist with the Prairie Ecology Bus Center. 
 
Sarah Urban is the executive director of the Betsy Tacy Society. 
 
Paul Warshauer is the producing director for Murders4Fun and a nationally recognized murder 
mystery writer, presenter and retired theatre teacher. He travels to all 50 states, England, France 
and on cruise ships presenting more than 400 original murder mysteries. 
 
Gregory Wimmer is a freelance artist, muralist and graphic designer. 
 
Victor Yepez is a multidisciplinary bilingual teaching artist, muralist, sculptor and musician.  
 


