
        
 
 
 
               

Region 9 Early Hearing Detection and Intervention (EHDI) Project 

Promoting Communication from Birth  

Every year, 1 to 3 in every 1,000 children are born with hearing loss. When a child’s hearing 
loss is identified soon after birth, families and professionals can make sure the child gets 
intervention services at an early age. This will help the child to have communication and 
language skills that will last a lifetime.  

Research has shown that it is critical to begin early intervention for deaf/hard of hearing (D/HH) 
infants and their families before six months of age.  When intervention begins early, it allows 
deaf/hard of hearing children the opportunity to achieve age appropriate language and cognitive 
skills by the time they begin school. 
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The goal of Minnesota’s Newborn Hearing Screening Project is that all deaf and hard of hearing newborns are: 
 

Screened for hearing loss before 1 month of age 
Evaluated by an audiologist before 3 months of age 
Receiving early intervention before 6 months of age 

 
To request information or to make referrals, contact the committee for the county in which the 
child resides. 

Blue Earth County & North Mankato 507.387.1818 
Nicollet & Le Sueur Counties  507.934.5420 
Brown, Sibley, Watonwan Counties 800.605.4431 
Waseca County   507.835.2246 
Martin County    507.238.4133 
Faribault County   507.238.1472 

 
 
Region 9 Early Hearing Detection and Intervention Project Team—Contact 507.389.1425 

Ann Vaubel, Teacher of the Deaf/Hard of Hearing; Dan Kallaus, Audiologist 

 

1 Screening: All infants should be screened before 1 month of age, ideally 

before they leave the birth hospital. Without universal newborn hearing 
screening, hearing loss is usually found when a child is 2 to 3 years of age.  

3 Evaluation: All infants who do not pass the hearing screening should have an 

audiological evaluation before 3 months of age, or as soon as they can. Infants 
who have hearing loss should have a complete medical evaluation.  

6 Intervention: All infants with hearing loss should receive early intervention 

services before 6 months of age (medical, audiologic, educational and support 
services). Professionals will give families information about the full range of 
intervention options so they can make the best choices. 
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