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Frozen to Fascinating
By Mary Hillmann

S

outh Central Service Cooperative,
in collaborating with several
educational organizations, agencies
and businesses, is excited to provide
experiences in environmental and outdoor
education. Environmental education is
an excellent means for interdisciplinary
teaching, while outdoor education
draws upon the philosophy, theory, and
practices of experiential and environmental
education. Visit our website for details
on upcoming opportunities to advance
teaching and learning in your district.

after several below zero days prior to the
workshop as they explored the outdoor
grounds of the SCSC offices.

On Jan. 23, South Central Service
Cooperative hosted “Teaching Outside
the Box: An Introduction to Integrating
Environmental and Outdoor Education in
Grades K-12.” Participants were happy the
temperatures climbed into positive digits

The workshop was led by the Minnesota
Department of Education, Jeffers
Foundation and Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources. Additional community
resources included the Linneaus Arboretum
at Gustavus Adolphus College, Children’s

“The real world is
outside—get into it!"
~ Department of Curriculum & Instruction, U of M

Frozen continues on page 2

PROGRAMS AND SERVICES
Frozen continued from page 1
Water Festival, State Parks, Minnesota State
University Water Resources Center, Prairie
Enthusiasts, Henderson Feathers, Ney
Center, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency,
Specialized Environmental Technologies and
SOCRATES.
Presenters highlighted the value and benefits
of integrating environmental and outdoor
education into the academic standards, how
environmental and outdoor education can be
integrated into multiple content areas, built
knowledge and skills for educators to take
students outdoors, and identified resources and
contacts to support educator efforts.
Exit surveys found that 100% of participants
found all parts of the day to be effective or
highly effective. Teachers intend to implement
observation journals, contact local resources,
and to “get students out there.” Participating
teachers estimate that more than 1,200 students
will be impacted by their newfound knowledge.
Additional information on environmental and
outdoor education can be found on the SCSC
website, choose School Improvement from the
Programs & Services tab.

Upcoming opportunities for environmental and
outdoor education!
Prairies, Big Woods and Wildlife, March 21 (first day of spring), 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
at the Ney Center in Henderson. Join SCSC staff and area master naturalists to explore
the wonders of the outdoors and their relation to the Minnesota science standards.
Calendar in the Classroom, May 10, 11:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
The Jeffers Foundation, in collaboration with Minnesota elementary teachers,
developed a series of standards-based grade level lessons utilizing information
and principles contained completely in the Freshwater Society Minnesota
Weatherguide Environment Calendar. The Freshwater Society
graciously provides calendars to every teacher who uses the program.
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C O OP E RAT IVE PURCHAS I NG
Accessibility Reaches New Heights

T

he demand for technology integration into
classrooms has many K-12 school districts moving
towards 1:1 initiatives with iPads, mobile devices,
laptops and the new trend of “Bring Your Own Device”
(BYOD) to schools. Upon successful implementation,
the Minnesota Service Cooperatives (MSC) and the
Cooperative Purchasing program can assist districts,
schools, teachers and students with content and increased
student achievement. MackinVIA eBooks and Edmentum,
producer of Study Island, bring software compatibility and
applications (apps) for almost every device in our tech savvy
world.
Both MackinVIA and Edmentum/Study Island originally
started their software programs on the availability of a
student physically needing to be at a computer to log in to
gain access to their content, quizzes or eBooks. Now, with
the advances in technology and the ever changing landscape
of 1:1 initiatives, MackinVIA and Edmentum have brought
the demand of the industry to almost all devices.
MackinVIA
•• “The applications and adaptability of all the devices is really a natural extension of our original services,” says Brian
Cretzmeyer of MackinVIA.
•• MackinVIA’s program is free for all to use; districts, schools and teachers can purchase eBooks through South Central
Service Cooperative’s Cooperative Purchasing program for 3% off the list price. For example, a Greek Mythology teacher
can order 30 copies of the Odyssey for his/her class where each student can open the book simultaneously to read for
just under $35 dollars with the MSC discount. In the past, 30 copies of the book may have cost the school and that
teacher’s department over $100, with some of the books being returned in poor conditions. Contact Brian Cretzmeyer at
MackinVIA for product and pricing information.
Edmentum/Study Island
•• “Edmentum will continue to redefine the 21st century classroom by creating
the best educational programs for our schools in Minnesota,” states Andrew
Zierman, business development manager.
•• Products such as Education City, Reading Eggs, Reading Eggspress, Reading
Mate and ESL Reading are additional packages that go well beyond the
basics of the Minnesota Comprehensive Assessment (MCA). No matter
the product, Edmentum products are web-based and students and teachers
can gain access to quizzes and games in all areas increasing their academic
achievement through a number of different technologies such as computers,
mobile devices, smart boards and iPads as long as they’re able to access the
internet. Students can now access the program outside of school which
increases student and parent activity.
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Get-a-Grant

L

ooking for
funding for
your school
or classroom? Nasco has
developed a free grant database that searches for
all available grants applicable to each state in specific areas such as
arts, early childhood, general education, health/physical education/
nutrition, math, reading, science/environmental studies and special
education. Grant dollars are available to public, private, higher
education, faith based and non-profit institutions. Members who
receive grants through the database are able to return to the Nasco
website and use the awarded dollars to purchase goods, while
utilizing the Nasco discount. For more information, go to www.
enasco.com.

ATTENTION SCIENCE TEACHERS
Save

on the highest
quality preserved
and live specimens, dissection
equipment and more.
Order by phone or email and reference code
09-55 at checkout to receive 5% off and FREE
SHIPPING with orders of $250 or more. Call
800-222-9094, ask for Rebecca and place your
order today!

BIO CORPOR
ATION HAS
OVER

1 MILLION

SPECIME

NS IN ST
OCK

BIO

CORPORATION

biologyproducts.com

M ATH SCIEN CE T EACH ER
PA RTNE RS HIP
Teachers Explore Local Quarries
By Mary Hillmann

T

wenty-one elementary science and 18 high
school math teachers from 14 school districts are
participating in this year’s Math Science Teacher
Partnership (MSTP) cohorts. MSTP is funded by a grant
from the Minnesota Department of Education to assist
teachers in improving content knowledge and pedagogical
techniques to more effectively implement the Minnesota
Mathematics and Science Academic Standards with the goal
of improving student learning.
Teachers meet with their cohorts monthly to explore topics
in algebra, geometry, statistics, physics, chemistry, light and
sound, and more! In October, the science cohort went on a
field trip to several quarries to investigate the geology of our
area and learn about the unique sand deposits in southern
Minnesota.
SCSC partners with Hamline University and Gustavus
Adolphus College to provide these workshops to area
teachers. Next year’s cohorts will focus on sixth grade
science teachers and 7-8 grade math teachers. Districts
interested in participating should contact Mary Hillmann
at mhillmann@mnscsc.org.
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P ROFE SSION AL
D EVE LOP MENT
Upcoming Opportunities

Prairies, Big Woods and Wildlife
March 21, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Join SCSC and area Master Naturalists at the Ney Center
for a day of outdoor and environmental education aligned
to the Minnesota science standards.
SCSC Leadership Cohort
March 22, 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.
The final workshop in this cohort series. More information
on a new cohort coming soon.
Making the Science Classroom Rigorous and Relevant
March 26, 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Science teachers of grades 6-12 will learn scientific
questioning, authentic writing for the secondary science
classroom, MCA test prep ideas, formative assessment and
scientific inquiry activities.
MDE Principal/Teacher Evaluation Spring Session
April 3, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Planned and facilitated by the Minnesota Department
of Education (MDE) to support districts’ planning and
implementation of principal and teacher evaluation
systems that meet legislation requirements.
Teacher Relicensure Session
April 12, 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.
In order to renew a teaching license, teachers must document
at least one hour of professional development in each of the
following areas: Technology (8 a.m. – 9 a.m.), Early Warning
Signs of Mental Illness (9 a.m. – 10 a.m.), Accommodations
(10 a.m. – 11 a.m.), Reading in the Content Area (11 a.m. –
12 p.m.), Positive Behavioral Intervention Supports – PBIS
(1 p.m. – 2 p.m.) and Reflective Statement (2 p.m. – 3
p.m.). You may register for individual sessions or all sessions.
Seasons of Change Getaway
April 19, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
This course is for those going through transition personally
or professionally and for leaders who are resources for
those experiencing change. It will be held at the Minnesota
Landscape Arboretum in Chaska. For more information or
registration, visit www.designyourdestiny.com/getaway.
Using the iPad for Better Learning
April 22, 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Personal help as you learn your way around the remarkable
iPad.
Tech Boot Camp 2013
July 8-11
Watch for more info coming soon on this year’s Tech Boot
Camp!
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S H A R ED S ERVI CES
SCSC Adds New Scope to Shared Services Program

S

outh Central Service Cooperative (SCSC) is pleased to add a new
scope of services to the Shared Services umbrella – public relations
and communication services.

Communication is essential for successful local governments, schools
and districts. Many school districts, municipalities and governmental
agencies in greater Minnesota may not have, or cannot afford,
communications specialists on staff. SCSC can help you to define your
needs, implement strategy and provide specialized communication
services.
To help determine your needs, SCSC will use the R.A.C.E. (research,
action plan, communication and evaluation) process in combination
with a SWOT Analysis (strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and
threats). We can assist you in a variety of services, including:
33 Website management
33 Internal and external communications
33 Annual reports
33 Social media
33 Crisis planning
33 Referendum materials
33 Template creation services:
*
Newsletters
*
Annual reports
*
Handbooks
*
Brochures
*
Calendars
*
Electronic media
If you are a small district or municipality, you may benefit from a
shared website or e-newsletter option. Joyce Swenson, director of
marketing and communications and Elyse Anderson, marketing and
communications coordinator at SCSC are happy to meet with you
to help assess your needs. Together they bring more than 17 years of
service at the cooperative. Their credentials include Masters Degrees
in Organizational Management and Communication, Integrated
Marketing Communications and Graphic Design. They work in
conjunction with Ed Waltman and Wendell Sande, SCSC’s shared
services consultants.
SCSC has also partnered with a pool of Minnesota School Public
Relations Association (MinnSPRA) experts including independent
consultants Mary Pat McNeil, MP & G Marketing Solutions; Jeff
Dehler, Jeff Dehler Public Relations LLC; Christine Wroblewski, senior
consultant with TeamWorks International and others. These consultants
bring broad experience in public schools as well as city and county
marketing and communications and a vast array of skills to assist
you. Contact us today to begin discussing your public relations and
communications needs.
5
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Sande Serves Winnebago and Sherburn

W

endell Sande, the South Central Service Cooperative (SCSC) shared services consultant for local government
entities, has been busy assisting the cities of Winnebago and Sherburn. Sande who brings thirty one years of
experience as a city administrator, financial director and economic developer, served as the interim city administrator
for both cities. While serving the cities he assisted them in the executive search process, conducting interviews and reviewing the
hiring process.
Under the direction of Sande, Winnebago completed their executive search in December 2012 and Sherburn completed their
process this February by hiring new administrators. Sande continues to assist the cities by mentoring the new administrators and
assisting them in the transition to their new responsibilities. These services will be offered to other communities in the service
cooperative area as new needs arise.

SO CRATE S
Bringing Real Field Trip Experiences to Your
Classroom

SOCRATES can provide assistance on your first field trip. You
will want to plan others on your own. Contact Dave Henning
at (507) 995-0165 or dhenning@projectsocrates.org or Dale
Ericson at (507) 834-6567 or dericson@projectsocrates.org.

I

magine real experts at work like a scientist, a zoologist,
a surgical doctor operating on a patient, all brought to
the projection screen in your classroom. Imagine your
students interacting with these experts through a live learning
experience. Such are the possibilities with an interactive video
field trip scheduled ahead of time using video equipment in
your district or loaned to you from SOCRATES along with
the technical support to make it happen.

1. Find a field trip in one of the resources. Contact the
organization well in advance to schedule the event,
make contact with someone you can ask questions of,
arrange for payment if needed.
2. Schedule the equipment you will need for the event.
If interactive television is available, find the person in
your school to help with scheduling and the operation
of the equipment.

Interactive virtual field trips are very similar to the traditional
field trip without the cost of time and transportation to visit a
location a long distance away. Minnesota virtual field trips can
be arranged from many locations including the International
Wolf Center in Ely, the Minnesota Historical Society, Cowles
Center for Dance and Performing Arts, and the Hennepin
Theatre Trust in Minneapolis. Many of these experiences have
support material that prepares your students before the virtual
field trip. Most of these tie directly to Minnesota Academic
Standards.

3. You can use your classroom computer with a video
projector for the connection. You may have to provide
external speakers and a microphone designed to
cancel feedback. Cisco software called Jabber is used
to connect to your field trip site via your Internet
connection or
4. Contact SOCRATES to use their expertise and
equipment that is right for your classroom.

Most field trips have little or no cost or are funded by
technology companies like Cisco/Tandberg, Polycom and
LifeSize. All provide excellent interactive programs! Others
are at little or no cost. The video field trip resources are listed
on the SOCRATES web site: http://mnscsc.org/SpecialPages/
Socrates/Video-Field-Trips.aspx. What better way to virtually
engage your students in real life situations?
Cooperative Link

5. Prepare your students by reviewing the field trip
etiquette document found on the SOCRATES
Technology Integration web site.
Go ahead, try something new that will excite your students in
a new learning experience.
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SP E C IA L E DUCAT ION
Standards Based IEP Writing for Students with Hearing Loss
By Ann Vaubel, regional coordinator/teacher of the deaf/hard of hearing

O

n Nov. 26, 2012, the deaf/hard of hearing program hosted a full-day workshop to support teachers of deaf/hard of
hearing in developing and writing standards based IEPs for their students. Presenters introduced participants to the
“Developing PLAAFPS and Standards-Based IEP Goals and Objectives Discussion Guide,” and gave examples of using
the discussion guide with students with hearing loss. Participants then worked in small groups to apply the framework of the
guide for developing standards-based IEP’s for students.
Presenters were Tiffany Dreher, an itinerant teacher of deaf/hard of hearing in the Rosemount-Apple Valley-Eagan School
District and Debra Price-Ellingstad, an education specialist with the Minnesota Department of Education (MDE) who leads the
workgroup that is responsible for developing training and materials to help IEP teams develop standards-based IEPs.
The workshop was offered through interactive video to ITV sites at Willmar, Marshall and Windom. Fourteen teachers
participated on site at the South Central Service Cooperative Conference Center and four participated via distance learning.

Camp Sertoma for Students with Hearing Loss

By Ann Vaubel, regional coordinator/teacher of the deaf/hard of hearing

S

tudents from our nine-county region participated in an
overnight camping adventure Oct. 4-5, 2012. Student
campers in grades 3-12 had a terrific camping experience
and were well supervised by our regional teachers of the deaf/
hard of hearing and support staff.
Camp Sertoma is a place where students with hearing loss
come and meet people just like them, without communication
barriers. The natural wilderness of camp is a fabulous setting for
the campers to grow in friendships, confidence and emotional
well being!
Camp Sertoma at Confidence Learning Center is located just
north of Brainerd. The lakeshore is pristine and surrounded by
Pillsbury State Forest. Although the wildlife may have been evasive during our camp visit, the campers enjoyed the wildlife area
with a pond where ducks, deer, pigs and more are fed and roam within a large fenced area.
The Mariucci Lodge houses a nature center with learning activities and the kids’ favorite—watching the corn snake eat a mouse!
The lodge was the perfect setting for evening activities, followed by a campfire and smores.
Our students are encouraged to try Camp Sertoma during the summer, along with other kids with hearing loss from the fivestate Great Plains Region, which includes Minnesota, North and South Dakota, Nebraska, and Iowa. Camper fees are subsidized
through support of Sertoma Clubs from the Great Plains Region. The youth session, July 7-13, is for campers who just
completed grades 1-7 and the teenage session, July 14-19, is for campers who just completed grades 8-10.

Cooperative Link
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Fun on the Farm: Jack McGowans’ Farm, Where Memories Are Made
By Kristi Portugue, teacher of the blind/visually impaired

T

here were lots of smiles and giggles as
families enjoyed themselves at Jack
McGowan's farm on Oct. 14, 2012.
Children with vision impairments and children
with autism and their families were invited to
spend the afternoon digging for dragon tears,
riding in rickshaw carts and zipping through
the air on the zip line. Kids and adults of all
ages played in the many activities offered at
Jack's.
They sawed logs, roped cattle and tunneled
where the trolls live. Attendees made owl
smores with pretzel sticks nests for a snack.
They also had the opportunity to earn a prize
by finding the hidden letters and putting
them in the correct order to spell the mystery
word. The word was something you wear that
is happy . . . a SMILE!! Something everyone
wears at Jack's farm!

Zones of Regulation Training

By Mary Jo Boehing, physical and health disabilities consultant

O

n Oct. 11, 2012, Leah Kuypers presented the Zones of Regulation Training at South Central Service Cooperative.
Kuypers is an occupational therapist and has a master’s in education. She is also the author of the book and curriculum
of the same name. The six-hour training helped attendees better understand challenging behaviors by providing
background on self-regulation, such as: how self-regulation typically develops and insights on the underlying deficits that may be
impacting ones ability to regulate, such as sensory processing, emotional regulation, social cognition and executive functioning.
Kuypers showed strategies included in the Zones Curriculum to teach students to become more aware of, and independent in,
controlling their emotions and impulses, managing their sensory needs and improving their ability to problem solve conflicts.
Practical ideas were also provided for use in the classroom or at home. This presentation was well attended by parents, school
psychologists, special education teachers, consultants, administrators and occupational therapists. The presentation was engaging,
practical and easy for all to understand. If you were not able to attend, a wealth of resources and information on future trainings
can be found at www.zonesofregulation.com.

Cooperative Link
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Meet South Central Service
Cooperative’s Low Incidence
Project Teachers of the
Deaf/Hard of Hearing
Teachers of the Deaf/Hard of Hearing
provide educational services for children
ages birth-21 with diagnosed hearing loss.

Back row, standing, L-R: Nichole Jacobson, United
South Central School District; Teri Arnoldt, River Bend
Education District; Jacqui Shasky, River Bend Education
District and Southern Plans Education District. Front
row, L-R; Jill Hofmeister, Waseca Area Schools, Ann
Vaubel, Regional Coordinator and Mankato Area Public
Schools; Kim Bristol, Mankato Area Public Schools;
Laurie Palesotti, Minnesota Valley Education District

Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole Christmas!
By Loree Brown

T

he Grinch stole the hearts of students with
hearing loss, parents and teachers of the deaf/
hard of hearing who attended the holiday
musical production, American Sign Language
interpreted performance of, How the Grinch Stole
Christmas at the Minnesota Children’s Theatre in
Minneapolis on Nov. 4, 2012. This was the second time
I accompanied the group. It was a wonderful start to the
holiday season!
The Grinch didn’t like Christmas. There was too much
joy and happiness. So he went into town in the middle
of the night and took down all the Christmas trees and
stole all the presents. A little girl named Cindy Lou
Who made him see what a bad person he was. The
Grinch put everything back and joined the townspeople
in the spirit of Christmas.
“This full-blown musical spectacular illuminates the lengths this holiday-hating beast will go to dampen the spirits of Whoville,
before learning the things that matter most can’t be wrapped in a box or tied with a bow,” states the Children’s Theatre study
guide.
The group was mesmerized by the magical land where the town of Whoville came to life. It was a great story of what Christmas
should be about.

Cooperative Link
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“I mustache you a question, but I’m shaving it for later.”

By Kristin Edwards, Braillist in training/paraprofessional at Kennedy Elementary in Mankato

W

hy would 10 Braillists attend a regional conference
and pose for a picture wearing mustaches? Because
it is yet another theme the teachers of the visually
impaired of the South Central Service Cooperative (SCSC)
come up with every year for the Braillist Training Day to help
break the ice.
The group comes together to share strengths with each other
in order to accommodate the most current technology and
education in this ever changing and growing field. During
the conference, participants spent time getting to know the
other Braillists that work in different grades and at different
schools throughout Southern Minnesota. This years’ theme
was mustaches. Attendees donned a style and found a partner
with a matching mustache to ask each other questions such as:
“What hobbies do you enjoy?”, “What is your favorite adaptive
product?” and “What is a question you MUSTACHE?”

Standing; Susan Larvick, Collene Rezac, Karla O’Gorman, Tracy Hill,
Michelle Mulder, Kristi Portugue, Anita Campbell, Amy Neils, Sitting;
Kristin Edwards, Cathy Stien, Cathy Rieber, and Meridith Tietz

The group shared information about how to adapt classes such as physical education, art, music or media. Those who used
embossers discussed the difference between the Tiger, Juliet and Romeo models. Participants learned about an online book
service for the blind called Bookshare (www.bookshare.org), discussed possible Braille code changes in some of the Braille
contractions, and learned about an audio description resource through the Smith-Kettlewell Video Description Research and
Development Center (VDRDC) (www.vdrdc.org). After lunch, smaller groups shared and asked questions of other Braillists
who are using the same tools, or teach at the same grade level. It is always an event to look forward to since many Braillists work
alone within their school districts. It’s also exciting to meet new faces as this is a field where positions are created as the need
occurs.
The Braillists would like to thank four amazing people, Meridith, Kristi, Anita and Cathy, for always providing the tools and
guidance to create the best possible learning environment for visually impaired students. The adaptations and modifications
utilized ensure students’ ultimate goals: independence and success!

Region 9 Occupational &
Physical Therapist Workshop

E

Service Cooperative, Barbara H.
Connolly, PT, DPT, Ed.D., FAPTA,
presented Issues in Praxis: The Clumsy
Child. Connolly is Professor Emeritus
at the University of Tennessee Health
Sciences Center and continues to
provide services to children through her
private practice.

Sept. 27-28, 2012 at South Central

Connolly provided useful instruction
on the underlying causes of praxis
characteristics of the child with praxis
problems; components of evaluation
for the child with praxis; and how
to use the vestibular, proprioceptive
and tactile systems in the treatment

Issues in Praxis: The Clumsy Child

very other year, the Region
9 Occupational Therapy
and Physical Therapy group
holds a workshop. Pat Wanzek and
Sarah Kenward from Mankato Public
Schools, Lindsay Carlson from MN
Valley Education District, and Nancy
Dobson, Pediatric Therapy, formed a
committee and were busy finding just
the right presenter.

Cooperative Link
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of children with praxis. Workshop
participants received relevant ideas
for implementation in the school and
clinic settings. This course is designed
to familiarize physical and occupational
therapists with the evaluation and
treatment of children with clumsiness
(developmental coordination disorder).
Additionally, the newer concepts of
motor control and motor development
were discussed in relationship to
other neurophysiologic treatments.
Treatments techniques and suggestions
for the classroom utilizing an integrated
approach were presented.

WINTER 2013
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SAVE THE DATE

“Gearing Up for Your Future”
10th Annual South Central Minnesota

Work-Skills Competition Day
$25 per registered student
Thursday, May 16, 2013 8:15 a.m.-1:45 p.m.
South Central College
1920 Lee Blvd.
North Mankato, MN

An opportunity for students with disabilities (grades 11-12) to showcase their
job-seeking and job-keeping skills in four categories.
Skills Competition categories include:
• Application writing
• Interviewing
• Problem solving
• General knowledge
AWARDS…DOOR PRIZES…ENTERTAINMENT…LUNCH & SNACKS
Registration will open as the date gets closer

Cooperative Link
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WALKdo5

By Becky Fredericks, Southern Minnesota Autism Coalition (SMAC) Member

I

t was a great fall day for
WALKdo5 on Oct. 7,
2012. A lot of the leaves
had turned and some had fallen
overnight. The day started
cool and brisk but gave way
for a comfortable afternoon.
Everyone enjoyed a leisurely
walk around west Mankato and
through Sibley Park. Along the
walk route participants enjoyed
free water and a cookie. The
vendors brought some great
games to play along with their information. There were
bubbles, a bag toss and of course, food. The bounce
houses are always the number one hit with the kids, (and
a few adults) followed closely by the mini donuts.
Approximately 300 people joined the walk and SMAC
received roughly $6,000 this year. WALKdo is the
Southern Minnesota Autism Coalition’s main fundraiser
and the funds raised are used for Autism awareness events,
speakers and a grant program.
A huge thank you goes out to all that joined the walk and
volunteered their time, and to the area businesses that
helped out with donations. We hope to see everyone next
year on the first Sunday in October at WALKdo6!
Volunteers were from the MSU National Student Speech
Language Hearing Association along with friends and
family of the SMAC board, which includes several
teachers and paraprofessionals.
Vendors: Lisa Fine providing music, Lorraine from Matt’s
Catering, Melanie from Wildtree, Dr. Jan Taplin from
Chrysalis Chiropractic, Tamerea Hansen from The Race
Against Bullying, The Miracle League, The MN Autism
Center, HyVee, Pediatric Therapy Services and Space
Walk.
Food Donations: Angie’s Kettle Corn, Taystee Bread,
Cub East and West, Walmart, HyVee and Pepsi Cola of
Mankato.

Cooperative Link
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N E WS FROM S YNERGY & L EA D ER S H I P EX CH A NG E
Synergy & Leadership Exchange (Synergy) is a non-profit organization dedicated
to fostering collaboration to advance the development of ethical citizens, providing
educational resources, and celebrating achievement and best practices in
Minnesota schools, businesses and communities.

Recognition for Promising Practices in
Character Education

Nominations Wanted for Minnesota Ethical
Leadership Award

as your school or district developed
and successfully implemented
a unique character education
practice? If so, Synergy & Leadership
Exchange (Synergy) encourages you to apply
for a Minnesota Promising Practices award.

o you know of a program developing good character
and ethical leadership in Minnesotans? If so, please
consider nominating it for a Minnesota Ethical
Leadership Award!

H

Promising Practices in character education are distinct and
effective ways of reinforcing character traits in PreK-12
students that other schools may learn from or replicate.
Practices considered may cover many different areas and
activities including unique service learning projects, academic
and bullying prevention practices, character assemblies,
innovative buddy programs, and many others. Recipients with
practices that are selected will be recognized at a celebration at
the Minnesota State Capitol May 16.
To access a Minnesota Promising Practices Award application,
evaluation criteria and tips visit www.synergyexchange.org and
click on Promising Practices located under Minnesota Schools
of Character & Promising Practices Awards under the Celebrate
tab. There is no fee to apply for state consideration. The
application deadline is March 17. For more information, please
contact Barb Bergseth at bbergseth@synergyexchange.org.

Upcoming Character Education Trainings

P

lans are being made for a character education miniretreat in June, an Eleven Principles of Effective
Character Education training in August and a State
Schools of Character application workshop in October.
Watch our website www.synergyexchange.org for details. For
more information contact Barb Bergseth at
bbergseth@synergyexchange.org.

Cooperative Link
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Synergy & Leadership Exchange sponsors this award through
the Citizens for an Ethical Minnesota initiative. Nominees
are evaluated on the degree of program effectiveness, scope
of collaboration and ease of program replication. Award
winners will be recognized in a celebration at the state capitol
in May. Nomination forms are available at www.citizens4mn.
org on the Minnesota Ethical Leadership Award page
located under the Programs tab. Nominations are due April
1. For more information contact Barb Bergseth: bbergseth@
synergyexchange.org.

The 24th Annual National
Service-Learning
Conference®

J

oin the National Youth
Leadership Council (NYLC)
March 13-16 in Denver,
Colorado for the premier professional
development and networking event
for those who view youth as solutions
for stronger communities and schools. If you are an educator,
young person or a person who works with young people, this
conference is for you! For more information visit www.nylc.
org/conference or call (800) 366-6952.
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2013 Gathering of Champions Logo Chosen

officials in participating
schools. Nearly 4,000
people attended
the Gathering of
Champions at the Great
Room in Nickelodeon
Universe® at the Mall
of America last year to
honor and celebrate
Minnesota Academic
All-Star students. The
honored students
may include top academic achievers, students who have
made a dramatic improvement in their academic work or
achievement, and the top finishers in academic challenges
and competitions at a regional or higher level endorsed by the
Minnesota Academic League Council.

T

he votes are in, and the logo for the 2013 Gathering
of Champions has been chosen! Congratulations to
Abby Hamman, grade 5 from Murray County Central
West Elementary in Slayton.
Synergy & Leadership Exchange (Synergy) received 20
outstanding entries from August to December. Entries were
posted to the Synergy website for voting. More than 400 votes
were cast throughout December and January.
Hamman’s original design will appear on promotional and
event materials for the Gathering of Champions, which is held
annually at Nickelodeon Universe® in the Mall of America.
She will also receive a scholarship for her entry and will be
acknowledged at the Gathering of Champions. This year’s
event is scheduled for Aug. 2.

For more information on the Gathering of Champions and Synergy
& Leadership Exchange, visit: www.synergyexchange. org.

The Gathering of Champions is an annual statewide event
honoring students who are named as Academic All-Stars by

Nominate Your Students as Academic All-Stars!

How Do You Nominate Students?
Nominate your students online today - www.synergyexchange.
org - click on Gathering of Champions under the Celebrate
tab. The nomination deadline is June 30.

I

t is time to nominate your students as Academic-All Stars!
All Minnesota K-12 teachers, principals and academic
challenge coordinators are invited to designate students
as "Academic All-Stars," to be eligible to attend the 2013
Gathering of Champions. This free annual celebration and
recognition of student excellence is sponsored by Synergy &
Leadership Exchange and its educational partners.

After you submit your nomination, you will see a link for
an "Invitation & Congratulations Letter." Please print this
invitation and letter and distribute it to the students you have
named as Academic All-Stars. This is the student's only invitation
to the Gathering of Champions and provides details about the
event, including how to pre-register for the ceremony time of
their choice. Synergy will not be contacting the nominees. This
letter is your opportunity to recognize your students. They must
register themselves to attend the ceremony of their choice.

Visit www.synergyexchange.org - click on Gathering of
Champions under the Celebrate tab to nominate your
students!
Who Should You Designate as an Academic All-Star?
We recommend you consider the top 2-5% of your students
from the following three categories:
•
•
•

Academic All-Stars attending the event will receive*:
• A certificate of achievement and congratulations on
stage from dignitaries
• Commemorative items and prizes honoring their
selection as an "Academic All-Star"
• Discount coupons for rides in Nickelodeon Universe®
and purchases at participating Mall of America
merchants
• The opportunity to purchase a commemorative
Academic All-Star T-shirt
*Details subject to change

Students who are consistent top academic performers
Students who have shown significant improvement in
achievement or have overcome barriers to academic
achievement
Students who are local, regional or state champions
in a Minnesota Academic League Council endorsed
event. The names of endorsed programs are found in
the Reach for the Stars catalogue

For More Information: Please contact Synergy & Leadership
Exchange at goc@synergyexchange.org or 507-389-5115.
Cooperative Link
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A c a demi c Decathlon®
St. Peter Decathletes Earn State Champion
Honors

S

ix Minnesota high school teams competed in the
Academic Decathlon® State Competition at Oak Ridge
Hotel & Conference Center in Chaska on Feb. 25-26.

State championship honors went to the St. Peter High School
Blue Team, with a score of 33,382.3. They will represent
Minnesota at the United States Academic Decathlon National
Competition in Minneapolis April 25-27. Second place went
to Lake Crystal Wellcome Memorial Secondary School with
a score of 30,771.5. They will vie for a wild card spot and the
opportunity to be the second team to represent Minnesota at
the national competition. Wild card teams are chosen based
on state submissions and will be selected based on team scores.
Fifty teams may attend the national competition.
At the state event, students received scores for speech,
interview and Super Quiz® Relay. The essay test and other
objective tests were completed online earlier in February.
The event concluded with an awards luncheon, featuring
guest speaker Denis Crnković, professor of Russian Language
& Literature and director of Russian and Eastern European
Studies at Gustavus Adolphus College, six judge-selected
Speech Showcase presentations and the presentation of awards.
This year’s Speech Showcase presenters were Mason Jones and
Kelsey Sorenson from LCWM; and Claire Thoemke, Joshua
Weisenfeld, Matthew Huber and Maggie Dimock from St.
Peter.

Top: St. Peter Blue Team, state champions
Clockwise from left: LCWM, second place team; Students from LCWM, Avalon
and Hill-Murray prepare ready for Speech and Interview

to include students from all academic ability and achievement
levels. Each nine-member team consists of three “A” (Honors
division), three “B” (Scholastic division), and three “C
or below” (Varsity division) students. Each team member
competes in all of the 10 events against other students in their
individual divisions, and team scores are calculated using the
top two individual scores from each division.

Participating high schools included Avalon School, HillMurray High School, Lake Crystal Wellcome Memorial
Secondary School, Maple Grove Senior High and St. Peter
High School. Teams not selected to attend the national
competition have the opportunity to participate in the online
national competition. For the first time, students whose teams
did not advance to the national competition also have the
opportunity to compete at nationals as individuals.

Gold, silver and bronze medals are awarded for individual
events and overall scores. The broad base of awards allows
for major recognition of academic accomplishment. For a
complete list of individual and team winners, please visit the
South Central Service Cooperative website www.mnscsc.org
and click on “Minnesota Academic Decathlon®” under the
Programs & Services/Student Academic Enrichment tab.

Academic Decathlon®, the premiere national scholastic
competition for high school students, was created to provide
opportunities for students to experience the challenges of
rigorous team and individual academic competition. Each
student competes in 10 events: Economics, Essay, Art,
Interview, Language and Literature, Math, Music, Science,
Social Science, and Speech. Students also compete in Super
Quiz® Relay, an oral quiz-show event that includes questions
from all seven topic areas.

A new theme of study is established every year with topics that are
relevant, current and challenging. This year’s theme was Russia.
Interested in learning more about how to start an Academic
Decathlon® team in your school? Please contact Joyce Swenson

A unique aspect of Academic Decathlon® is that it is designed
Cooperative Link
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Minnesota to Host 2013 USAD National Competition
Volunteers Needed to Judge Speech & Interview Competitions
United States Academic Decathlon (USAD) is the premier national scholastic competition for high
school students, created to provide opportunities for students to experience the challenges of rigorous
team and individual competition. The theme for this year’s competition is Russia.
High school students from more than 35 states will gather April 25-27, 2013 at the Minneapolis
Hilton to challenge themselves and others for national honors. Volunteers are needed to assist with
the competition. More than 350 students will present prepared and impromptu speeches and complete
interviews before a panel of judges Thursday afternoon, April 25. Approximate hours of service will
be 3 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Training and dinner will be provided. If you have speech, public speaking or
interviewing skills, please consider volunteering as a judge at the USAD National Competition.
We are also looking for volunteers to proctor objective testing Friday morning, April 26 from 6 a.m. –
12 p.m. Training and breakfast will be provided. This opportunity does not require specific speech or
interviewing skills. If this opportunity is of interest, please volunteer to assist Friday.
Be a part of the excitement! Meet students from across the country and watch them compete for team
and individual honors. Feel their intensity and determination. We look forward to your participation
and welcome your support.
Many thanks from Minnesota Academic Decathlon (MNAD) and USAD. We hope to hear from you soon.
To volunteer, please register online:
http://www.mnscsc.org/Programs-Services/Academic-Outreach/Minnesota-Academic-Decathlon.aspx
Questions: Joyce Swenson, MNAD State Director, 507-389-2461, jswenson@mnscsc.org
Registration Assistance: Elyse Anderson, MNAD State Coordinator, 507-389-6851, eanderson@mnscsc.org.
For more information on USAD, please visit www.usad.org.

Cooperative Link
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C h es s
Fall Chess Tournament

T

wenty-seven students participated in the first annual 2012 Winter Break
Chess Tournament hosted by South Central Service Cooperative (SCSC)
and Mankato Community Education/Recreation (CER). Students in
grades K-12 from Melrose, Mankato, Northfield, St. Peter, Shakopee and Webster
competed in primary, elementary and upper divisions based on grade levels.
The Winter Break Tournament was a Swiss-style tournament in which students are
not eliminated. SCSC and CER feel these tournaments foster a competitive spirit
without discouraging young players from continuing to play chess.

The Spring Tournament
will be held Saturday,
March 23 at Mankato
East High School.
Registration is available
at www.mankatocer.com
or 507-387-5501.

In the morning, lessons were offered by chess instructor Brian Combs. The
afternoon was spent in tournament rounds. All players received a participation
certificate. Ribbons were also awarded to students placing first through third in their
grade level. Medals were awarded to first through fourth place primary, elementary and upper division champions.

For information about area chess tournaments or starting a chess club in your school or community, please contact Mary
Hillmann at mhillmann@mnscsc.org or Melanie Schmidt at mschmi3@isd77.k12.mn.us.
Congratulations to the students who participated in the 2012 Winter Break Chess Tournament on Thursday, Dec. 27 hosted by
South Central Service Cooperative and Mankato Community Education/Recreation at Mankato East High School.
Students were awarded by grade level and also as division champions:
Grade K:
1st – Sophia Post, Hoover Elementary, Mankato
2nd – Kepler Rademacker, Washington
Elementary, Mankato

HM – Willem Nelsen, North Intermediate, St.
Peter
HM – Saxon Egge, Sibley Elementary, Northfield
HM – Devin McCabe, Rosa Parks, Mankato

Grade 1:
1st – Jonathan Walrath, Kennedy Elementary,
Mankato

Grade 4:
1st – Jack Roering, Jefferson Elementary,
Mankato
2nd – Connor Snay, North Intermediate, St. Peter

Grade 2:
1st – Samuel Verley, Rosa Parks, Mankato
2nd – Isaac Schill, Hoover Elementary, Mankato
Primary Division:
1st – Sophia Post, Hoover Elementary, Mankato
2nd (tie) – Samuel Verley, Rosa Parks, Mankato
2nd (tie) – Jonathan Walrath, Kennedy
Elementary, Mankato
3rd – Isaac Schill, Hoover Elementary, Mankato
4th – Kepler Rademacker, Washington
Elementary, Mankato
Grade 3:
1st (tie) – Peter Hillmann, Sibley Elementary,
Northfield
1st (tie) – Katie Muggli, Roosevelt Elementary,
Mankato
2nd – Collin Thomas-Green, Sibley Elementary,
Northfield
3rd (tie) – Griffin Post, Hoover Elementary,
Mankato
3rd (tie) – Logan Lombard, Washington
Elementary, Mankato
HM – Logan Glasser, Washington Elementary,
Mankato

Cooperative Link

Grade 5:
1st – Emil Hueper, Franklin Elementary,
Mankato
2nd – Eli Gessinger, Sweeney Elementary,
Shakopee
*Benny Combs, North Intermediate, St. Peter
(Benny played in the upper division)
Elementary Division:
1st – Jack Roering, Jefferson Elementary,
Mankato
2nd (tie) – Emil Hueper, Franklin Elementary,
Mankato
2nd (tie) – Peter Hillmann, Sibley Elementary,
Northfield
2nd (tie) – Katie Muggli, Roosevelt Elementary,
Mankato
3rd – Collin Thomas-Green, Sibley Elementary,
Northfield
4th (tie) – Eli Gessinger, Sweeney Elementary,
Shakopee
4th (tie) – Griffin Post, Hoover Elementary,
Mankato
4th (tie) – Logan Lombard, Washington
Elementary, Mankato
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Grade 6:
1st (tie) – Connor Maday, Franklin Elementary,
Mankato
1st (tie) – Mark Strand, Bridges Elementary,
Mankato
2nd (tie) – Andrick Wagner, Holy Cross, Webster
2nd (tie) – Ian Muggli, Garfield Elementary,
Mankato
3rd – Ethan Rittmiller, Garfield Elementary,
Mankato
Grade 8:
1st – Jackson Hillmann, Northfield Middle
School
Grade 9:
1st – Jasper Egge, Northfield High School
2nd – Kyle Nietfeld, Melrose High School
Upper Division:
1st – Jasper Egge, Northfield High School
2nd – Jackson Hillmann, Northfield Middle
School
3rd (tie) – Kyle Nietfeld, Melrose High School
3rd (tie) – Benny Combs, North Intermediate,
St. Peter
4th (tie) – Connor Maday, Franklin Elementary,
Mankato
4th (tie) – Mark Strand, Bridges Elementary,
Mankato

WINTER 2013
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E nvironme n tal Outdo or Ed u c a t ion
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K now l e dge Bowl
Bowling for the Quest of Knowledge

U

nless you’ve been involved on your
high school knowledge bowl team, you
probably have no idea what Knowledge
Bowl is all about. But those inside the activity
know a passion for learning is the key to success.
Knowledge bowl is a competitive team activity
consisting of teams of five students and a computer
operator. Schools generally have more than one
team participate in each competition.
The competition meets begin with a written round
Blue Earth Area Schools Ruby
in which the five-member team tries to answer as
many of the 60 written questions correctly. After the
written round, teams are ranked according to their
written score and then compete against two other teams in a room for the oral
rounds. The three teams in the room are asked a series of 45 oral questions which
cover English, science, math, history, geography and other curriculum-based
questions. The first team who thinks they have the answer taps in their buzzer
strip. That team then has up to 15 seconds to answer the question correctly. If
they miss the question, the next team who buzzed in then has their 15 seconds.
After the round finishes, teams are then again ranked by point value and given the
next room assignment. A traditional meet consists of one written round and either
four or five oral rounds.

Mankato West Scarlet

In addition to the written and oral round points, teams are given a bonus for
competing in the top three rooms. This is called Strength Of Scoring (SOS). A
team who competes in room one earns a 1.5-point bonus. Room two competitors
receive a 1 point-bonus. Those who complete in room three earn a 1/2-point
bonus.
Trophies and ribbons are awarded to the top scoring teams at each meet. This
season the south central region has approximately 100 teams competing from 30
schools. A season consists of approximately five competitive meets per school.
At the end of the season, teams complete in a sub-regional meet. The top 27
teams move on to regionals. From there, the top 5 teams move on to the state
competition.

Le Sueur-Henderson Zinn

Teams contain a variety of
students with many different
areas of interest. However, all
Knowledge Bowl members have
one thing in common—their
quest for the bowl of knowledge.

Owatonna

Cooperative Link
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Ma d Sci e nce
Students are Mad about Science

A

newly formed partnership between
South Central Service Cooperative
(SCSC), Mankato Area Community
Education/Recreation and Mad Science of
Minnesota has brought several hands-on,
interactive science sessions to Mankato.
In December students enjoyed a mineral
hunt, learning about decomposers,
digging for dinosaur bones, experimenting
with chemical reactions, and making
chromatography t-shirts and exothermic ice cream!
Students returned in February to mix, mush and
brew chemicals to create sidewalk chalk, tootsie
rolls, bath fizzers and crystals.
In March animals of the land and sea and topsecret codes were the science topics of the day.
Additional sessions are scheduled for Saturday, April 6:
Body Basics – grades K-2, 9 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Study the human body and your various senses. Make your own music with our
Boomwackers. Participate in some experiments that test your sense of smell and taste and
use your sense of touch to identify mystery items. Take home an anatomy apron as well as
scratch and sniff stickers.
Earn Your Wings – grades 3-6, 12:30-3:30 p.m.
Do you know what makes an airplane lift into the air? You will after this exciting
workshop. Follow the methods of the Wright brothers as you experiment with a lift tester
and see how different wing shapes affect the airplane's performance capabilities. Learn why
an airplane's wings and tail are so important to lift and control while in flight. Build and
fly your own amazing balsa wood stunt plane.
Registration is available at www.mnscsc.org, click on “Events & Registration.”

Cooperative Link
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S c i e nce & Nature Confere n c e
A Day of Hands-On
Science & Nature
Experience

M

ore than 440
students attended
the South
Central Service Cooperative
(SCSC) Science & Nature
Conference on Oct. 23,
2012 for a great day of
exploration. While college
students at Gustavus
Adolphus College in St.
Peter had time off to
prepare for midterm exams,
students in grades 3-6
from 36 area schools used
their classrooms to explore
science and nature topics
ranging from nanoscience to
skyscrapers.
Bob Kann, an author,
professor of education,
storyteller, juggler and
magician, addressed
the crowd about preserving the planet and making a
difference. Through a combination of instruction and awe,
Kann excited the students about science.
Students selected three breakout sessions to attend
throughout the day. These hour-long sessions were
designed to be small group, hands-on interactions on
a specific topic. This year’s diverse assortment of topics
allowed students a wide selection.
“When I was growing up, science didn’t seem this fun.
I wish I could have attended a conference like this back
then," a chaperone commented.
The presenters came from many disciplines including
college professors, master naturalists, the Bakken Museum,
Ecology Bus, Minnesota Department of Health, Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources, Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency, Science Museum of Minnesota, The Works,
University of Minnesota Extension and Zoomobile.
Many thanks go to the presenters who gave of their time and
talents to make this day a success!

Cooperative Link
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Spe l l i ng Bee
Students Can’t Camouflage Their Love of Spelling

O

n Feb. 12, 41 spellers from south central Minnesota
competed in the South Central Service Cooperative
(SCSC) qualifier for the Scripps National Spelling Bee.
These fifth through eighth grade students had previously won their
local bees.
After 14 rounds, Nicholas Thompson, an eighth grade student from
New Prague Middle School, was named champion with his correct
spelling of “camouflage” in the final round and “poinsettia” as his
championship word.
Thompson was awarded a plaque, spelling supplement, mint coin
set, one-year subscription to Encyclopedia Britannica Online, the
Merriam-Webster dictionary used in the bee, and travel expenses
and accommodations at the Scripps National Spelling Bee in
Washington, D.C. for Thompson and a chaperone.
The top spellers also included second place Maurissa Isaacs,
Mountain Lake Elementary; and third place Alyssa Surrett,
Waterville-Elysian-Morristown Junior High.

Spelling Bee winners (l-r): Maurissa Isaacs, Nicholas Thompson and Alyssa
Surrett

Participating schools included Bridges Community School, Mankato; Butterfield-Odin Schools; Cleveland Elementary School;
Comfrey Public Schools; Dakota Meadows Middle School, Mankato; Eagle View Elementary School, New Prague; Fairmont
Elementary; Fairmont Jr./Sr. High School; Falcon Ridge Elementary School, New Prague; Granada-Huntley-East Chain;
Holy Cross Catholic School, Webster; Immanuel Lutheran School, Mankato; Janesville-Waldorf-Pemberton HS; Lake Crystal
Wellcome Memorial; Le Sueur-Henderson Schools; Loyola Catholic Intermediate, Mankato; Madelia Elementary School; Maple
River Schools; Martin County West Junior High; Most Holy Redeemer Catholic School, Montgomery; Mount Olive Lutheran
School, Mankato; Mountain Lake Elementary; New Prague Middle School; Nicollet Public Schools; North Intermediate, St.
Peter; NRHEG Secondary; Raven Stream Elementary, New Prague; Sleepy Eye Public High School; Springfield Public Schools;
St. Anthony Elementary, New Ulm; St. Clair Elementary; St. James High School; St. John Vianney School, Fairmont; St. Paul’s
Lutheran, Fairmont; St. Peter Evangelical Lutheran; St. Wenceslaus School, New Prague; TEAM Academy, Waseca; Truman
Schools; United South Central High School; Waterville-Elysian-Morristown; and Windom Middle School.
The SCSC bee was made possible by generous sponsorships from Blue Cross Blue Shield of Minnesota, North Mankato Civic
& Commerce Association, The Free Press, Wells Federal Bank, St. Peter Lions Club, Mankato Walmart, Hexco Academic, iStar
Financial, Merriam-Webster and Encyclopedia Britannica.
In addition to improving students’ spelling skills and increasing their vocabularies, spelling bee participation provides valuable
experience in developing poise—a necessary skill for success in public speaking, performing arts and athletics.
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Wo rk for Water Ar t Cont e s t

O

n Jan. 18, area high school students and art teachers attended the
South Central Service Cooperative (SCSC) Work for Water Art
Seminar. Participants spent the day with nature artist Vera Wong
of Arakunem Arts, LLC. Wong spoke on fresh water resources and how our
actions impact the quality of our waters and demonstrated art techniques.
All area students in grades 9-12 are invited to participate in the SCSC Work
for Water Art Contest. This contest invites students in grades 9-12 to create
paintings, drawings, photographs, etc. for use as messaging tools in the
Freshwater Society’s Working the Land: Working for Water campaign to engage
Minnesotans in protecting water. Winning entries will receive scholarships
and will become tools to inspire change! The artwork and accompanying artist
statement should convey the importance of protecting and preserving our most
important resource. Entry forms and artwork must be delivered to South Central Service Cooperative offices on or before March
7 at 4 p.m.
Artwork will be on display at the Taylor Library in North Mankato March 8 – April 2 and open to public voting during this time.
The People’s Choice award, along with the official judges determination, will be announced at a reception at the Carnegie Art
Center on April 3.

Yo u n g W riters & Ar tists C on fe re n c e

S

outh Central Service Cooperative (SCSC) is pleased to announce it
has received grant funds totaling $7,500 for the Young Writers &
Artists Conference (YWAC).

SCSC was one of 23 area organizations awarded Arts & Cultural Heritage
Funding from the Prairie Lakes Regional Arts Council. This fund was
created by the Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment, passed by
Minnesota voters in Nov. 2008. SCSC was awarded the maximum amount
of $6,500 to help fund this year’s YWAC.
An additional $1,000 was provided by the Mankato Area Foundation donor
advised funds. SCSC was one of five recipients.
SCSC thanks these generous organizations for their funding to provide
opportunities in the Mankato region.

The Young Writers & Artists
Conference will be held March
12-13 at Bethany Lutheran
College in Mankato. Visit
the website for a brochure of
offerings!
Late registration is available at www.
mnscsc.org through March 8. Walkin registrations are available at the
conference on March 12 and 13.

YWAC offers students in grades 3-9 the opportunity to explore a variety of
subjects related to writing and creative arts and utilizes a number of authors,
artists, educators, experienced writers, and business leaders as conference
facilitators. These local and regional talents inspire youth and encourage
them to take their own talents to new levels.
This year’s conference will be held March 12-13 at Bethany Lutheran
College in Mankato.
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Calendar of Events
March 2013
8
8
12-13
13-16
16
20
21-22
21
22
23
26

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Grade 6 Math Masters Competition
Work for Water People Choice Award Voting (Through April 2)
Young Writers & Artists Conference
24th Annual National Service-Learning Conference
The Prairie Celebration – Free Family Event
PBIS Cohort 7 Training
PBIS Cohort 8 Training
Prairies, Big Woods and Wildlife
Leading Forward: Transforming Minnesota Leadership Cohort
SCSC/CER Spring Chess Tournament
Making the Science Classroom Rigorous and Relevant

April 2013
1
2
3
3
4
6
6
9
12
12-13
15
16
17
19
18
22
25-27
26

• Minnesota Ethical Leadership Award nomination deadline
• School Pool Membership/Advisory Committee Meeting
• MDE Workshop - Principal/Teacher Evaluation Regional Meeting
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Work for Water Art Contest & Reception
A Day for Those Working with Students Qualifying as DCD, SMI, and/or ASD
Mad Science - Body Basics
Mad Science - Earn Your Wings
School Nutrition Program Training
Teacher Relicensure Sessions
State Senior High Knowledge Bowl Competition
OTA 121 Online Teaching (Through May 27)
Technology Coordinators Meeting
Promising Practice Awards application deadline
Seasons of Change Getaway
PBIS Region 9 Coaches Training
Using the iPad for Better Learning
United States Academic Decathlon National Competition
Grade 5 Math Masters Competition

May 2013
2
8
10
16
16

•
•
•
•

Minnesota Student Inventors Congress
Secondary Transition Toolkit-The Next Generation
Calendar in the Classroom
Work Skills Competition Day
Minnesota State Schools of Character and Minnesota Ethical Leadership
•
Award Ceremonies

June 2013
10
11
17

• OTA 621 Planning & Administering Digital Education I (Through July 1)
• Technology Coordinators Meeting
• OTA 121 Online Teaching (Through July 31)
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