
**This is not a valid registration. Online registration is required**  

Young Writers & Artists Conference Payment Coupon  

Please write: YWAC and the student's name on your check. Attach this payment coupon to receive 

proper credit. 
 

Attending on: __ March 9  __ March 10  With my school ____ As an individual ___  

Name of Student_________________________________________________________ 

School Name___________________________ District Name _____________________ 

Grade Level___(3-4)___(5-6)  ___ (7-9) School Contact____________________________ 

Name of Parent or Guardian_________________________________________________ 

Address________________________________________________________________ 

City__________________ State ____ Zip ___________ Phone____________________  

Email__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Send payment coupon and check payable to SCSC:   

South Central Service Cooperative 

Attn: Mary Hillmann 

2075 Lookout Drive 

North Mankato,  MN 56003                 

Registration Fee (By Feb. 27) ñ $25/student  
Late Registration (Feb. 28 - March 7) ñ $30/student  

Students and adults must register online: www.mnscsc.org . Click òEVENTS.ó  

Students: Select òYoung Writers & Artists STUDENT Registrationó 

Chaperones: Select òYoung Writers & Artists CHAPERONE Registrationó 

NEW: Easy online payment option when you register. 

 

The planning form below will help you to list your session choices before going online to 

register. If you do not see your session listed online, it is full. Please choose another 

session. Be sure to keep your e-mail confirmation listing your conference schedule. If you 

experience any problems with registration or do not receive a registration confirmation, 

please email students@mnscsc.org. 

 
Online Registration Planning Form  

 

1st choice session _____________________________________________________ 

2nd choice session ____________________________________________________ 

3rd choice session ____________________________________________________ 

4th choice session ____________________________________________________ 

5th choice session ____________________________________________________ 

 

SCSC reserves the right to add/change classes or substitute presenters as necessary. 

Sponsored by:  

South Central Service Cooperative  

www.mnscsc.org  

In  partnership with:  

The Betsy -Tacy Society  

www.betsy -tacysociety.org  

Hosted  by:  

Bethany Lutheran College  

www.blc.edu  

Young Writers & Artists Conference  
March 9, 2010 ñ Grades 3 -6  

March 10, 2010 ñ Grades 3 -9  

Keynote presentation by:  

Kalpulli Yaocenoxtli, Aztec Dancers!  

Funding for this activity is made possible by a grant provided by the Prairie Lakes Regional Arts Council, from funds 

appropriated by the Minnesota State Legislature. Funding for this activity is also provided by the Traverse des Sioux library 

system from an Arts and Cultural Heritage Funds grant. 



Young Writers & Artists Conference  

Conference Schedule  
 

8 a.m. - 9 a.m. Registration/Book Fair (Sports & Fitness Center) 
9 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.  Opening Program by Aztec Dancers 

9:40 a.m. - 10:35 a.m. Session I 

10:45 a.m. - 11:40 a.m. Session II 

11:50 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. Lunch/Book Fair (Sports & Fitness Center) 

12:35 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. Session III 
 

Sessions are handicap accessibleñplease indicate any special requirements.  

Donõt Forget: 

¶ REGISTER ñ Registration will be done online only. Visit 

www.mnscsc.org and click on the òEventsó button on the left side of the 

page. 
 

¶ CHAPERONES ñ Schools or parents/guardians must provide their own 

chaperones. All chaperones participate free of charge ñbut must 

register online.  
 

¶ LUNCH ñ Food and beverage will not be available. Students and 

chaperones should provide their own lunch and beverage. 
 

¶ BOOK FAIR ñ The book fair will be set up each day in the 

Sports & Fitness Center, courtesy of The Book Shelf. It will feature 

books from some of the conference presenters as well as other popular 

titles. This is an incredible opportunity for students to get their books 

signed by authors they meet either during lunch or in their sessions. Cash, 

check and credit card payments will be accepted. An ID is required for 

credit card and check purchases. Please do not send a blank check with 

students. 
 

Please Note:  

¶ Sessions fill up fast, so register early to reserve a seat in your favorite sessions. 

¶ Students in grades 3-6 may attend on either March 9 or March 10. Choose the day that works 

best for you or your group. If you are attending with your school, make sure you know which 

day your school has chosen. Not all sessions are offered each day. Grades 7-9 attend on 

March 10.  
 

 

¶ If Mankato Area Public Schools (District 77) are closed due to inclement weather, that 

conference day will be held on March 12. Watch major networks for school closings. 
 

¶ As a participant at the Young Writers & Artists Conference, you grant SCSC permission to 

publish your photo and/or name for promotional purposes. 
 

¶ No refunds for absence.  Cancellations must be made 3 days prior to the event to receive 

a refund or you may send a replacement. 

Online Registration Questions/Assistance:  

Students@mnscsc.org 
 

Conference Coordinator:  

Mary Hillmann ñ (952) 715-8745 or mhillmann@mnscsc.org 

Breakout Sessions for Students in Grades 7 -9  

(March 10 Only) 
30. The Language Game! 
¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƎŀƳŜ ǿŜ Ǉƭŀȅ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŘŀȅΣ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƎƻΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿŜ ǎŜŜΦ aŀƴȅ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ Ƙƻǿ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƎŀƳŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ Ǉƭŀȅ 
without knowing how. We will focus on language as a means to exclude people, and 
the history and practice of hate speech. Through games, activities, and writing opportunities, 
you will learn more about language and how to use it properly while continuing to speak for 
yourselves! 
Amy Heilman: Communication Studies Instructor, MSU-Mankato; and Leah Matz: Political And Community 
Organizer; GLSEN, The Trevor Project and Advocates for Youth 

 

31. Hone your acting skills!  
The craft of acting will be taught through the implementation of theatre games in a 
supportive and fun atmosphere. Improvisation prepares actors for future scripted 
roles. This class comes without the pressure of an audience so whether you have 

been in many shows or just want to give theatre a try, this is the class for you. 
SPACT 

 

32. Communicating Across Extraterrestrial Civilizations 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄǘǊŀǘŜǊǊŜǎǘǊƛŀƭǎΚ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ 
be amazed at the documentation citing life in other worlds! In this session, you will imagine you 
are a journalist, novelist or visual artist who has been commissioned to communicate about 
peaceful interactions with a group of extraterrestrial visitors who look and act VERY differently 
than Earthlings. 
Carol McCormick: Professional Storyteller, Public Speaker, Trainer and Author 
 

33. Create a Character ς One Two Three! 
LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƛŎǘƛƻƴΣ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪōƻƴŜǎ ƻŦ 
stories ς they are the people who make the action happen. But do you know what 

makes your characters tick? Do you know their history, or their likes and dislikes? 
Come and learn how to create realistic, multi-ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ 
ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΩǎ ƳƛƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ Ŝŀǎȅ ǎǘŜǇǎ ς and have fun doing it! 
Dr. Kirstin Cronn-Mills: Author and Professor, SCC  

 

34. Let Your Imagination Run Like the Wind 
Michael Cotter was born in 1931 on a farm where his Irish grandparents settled in 
1876. He will share stories of life on the farm, his wild bronco that could run like the wind and 
the tiny bird that stopped a big tractor to protect her nest. Through memory and imagination, 
he will help you to find your own stories.  
Michael Cotter: Author, Radio Host, Farmer and Storyteller 
 

35. Travel Writing: Letting Language Take You Places 
Let your descriptive words transport readers to new places. Discover special writing 
techniques that can enliven a page: the use of similes, sentence length variation 

and editing. Come prepared to describe a real destination spot. You may bring a postcard to 
help your memory. 
Michaelene Zawistowski: Former Fifth Grade Teacher and Travel Writer 

 
36. Experimenting with Creative Nonfiction 
We will begin with an icebreaker activity, a brief discussion of what creative 
nonfiction is and then dive into readings from popular authors. We will write our own witty or 
serious advice for others and our own injury or narrow escape story. 
Rhea Davison-Edwards: MFA Candidate and Instructor, MSU-Mankato; Reviewer for The Corresponder 


