


Just as career & technical education is not adequately defined as technological literacy, 
workplace skills and career decision-making, it is also not sufficient to think of career & 
technical education only in terms of its component disciplines. Career & technical 
education reflects the breadth of experiences that help learners to understand the many 
opportunities available to them upon completion of formal K-12 or higher education, but 
it is often understood only in terms of the separate disciplines commonly found in 
secondary and post-secondary education. For this document, designed to help align work 
in separate disciplines with the broader concepts of the field, career & technical education 
is explained in terms of agricultural education, business/marketing education, family and 
consumer sciences/service occupations, health careers, and trade/technology education. 
This allows educators to see the connections between broad concepts that flow from the 
earliest grades through a separation into career clusters at the secondary level that give 
learners opportunities to study career interests in more depth and begin career preparation 
activities when appropriate. The description of effective practices from across the 
disciplines, however, shows the linkages among the career & technical education fields 
and with other learning activities in the school and community, thus emphasizing the 
interrelatedness of educational pursuits and the need to rely on multiple learning 
opportunities to build a level of understanding that will prepare a student for her/his own 
future. 

The materials presented here reflect thousands of hours of effort from Minnesota 
educators into a document that works to explain the broad field of career & technical 
education in terms of essential concepts, how it relates both to the Minnesota graduation 
standards and to individual career & technical education disciplines, and how educators 
can utilize career & technical education effectively to support student learning in many 
areas. It is hoped that, by using these materials, program quality in career & technical 
education will be enhanced and student learning of career & technical and academic 
concepts will improve. I offer my sincerest thanks to all of the individuals who were 
involved in this project and in the preceding effort under the Legislature’s Learning Area 
11 directive. From their work comes this material that will help educators throughout the 
state to provide the most effective instruction possible in the broad field of career & 
technical education. 

 


